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Transylvania Community Hospital fundraiser

“ Each year we try to have the party no
one wants to miss. This year we had the

party no one will ever forget.”
.... Peter Elder

On the last Saturday of July this summer, the potential for a beautiful
evening garden party seemed as distant as the Blue Ridge Parkway, normally
clearly viewed from the Reserve but, today, swallowed by fog and mist. Weeks i .
of preening and primping by the Reserve staff were being quickly melted away ot ¢4 right, TSHR founder, Robert Balentine;
by the rain. The umbrellas came out and the sides on the tent went up. Grim  Rrepresentative Charles Taylor, Chairman of
expressions were being replaced by a ‘let's make the best of it’ attitude, the US House Appropriations Committee and
when, at the last minute, the sun broke through and made way for one of the Peter Elder.
finest evenings of the summer.

Over 250 residents of the surround-
ing community of Lake Toxaway
Estates came to view the Reserve for
the first time and to benefit the
Transylvania Community Hospital
Foundation.

“In the history of this hospital, there
has never been a turnout like the one
we had on Saturday at the Reserve,”
said Peter Elder, Chairman of the TCH
Foundation.

Guests enjoyed drinks and hors
d’oeuvres at The Wildflower Labyrinth
before strolling to the Vaseyi Pond
where dinner was served under a large
tent.

Remarks were made by Rep. Charles
Taylor prior to Peter Elder’s eloquent
appeal for donations to fund the 14
million dollar
building proj-
ect at the
hospital
w h i c h
includes a
new inpatient
wing and ren-
ovations to a
support wing.

Hats "I am particularly grateful to
the staff of The Southern

Off Highlands Reserve for the
*** enormous effort they put

forth on our behalf to bring

everything to its magical optimum. I wit-
nessed, each day, how every member of the
staff, with a clear focus on perfection, worked
together to make the Reserve, which each so
clearly adores, as stunning and pretty and
welcoming as they possibly could. It is to
their credit, I believe, that the Reserve pres-
ents and preserves God’s most delicate cre-
ations, owing to the caring and loving touch
each staff member brings to his or her work.”

Peter Elder, Chairman, Transylvania Community
Hospital Foundation
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Native Plant Arboretum and Research Center

Dedicated to the preservation, cultivation and display of plants native to the Southern Appalachian Highlands

After sixteen months of work,
The Wildflower Labyrinth
is finished in time to provide

a late summer show of
Rudbeckia and Eupatorium.

The classical seven-circuit labyrinth,
interpreted by Southern Highlands
Reserve landscape architect, W. Gary
Smith, represents the spiritual journey
through life.

Often referred to as the sacred path,
a labyrinth differs from a maze, which
provides endless opportunities for
being confounded by choices, since
there is only one way in and one way
out. There is ample time for reflection
as one travels the half mile to the cen-
ter and back.

in Th hern Highlan Above, Chazney West assists
Since e Southe ghia ds his grandfather, James Hall,

Re'sc'arve IS deS|gned to be a pIacg fqr with labyrinth planting. Top
spiritual reflection and renewal, it iS rjght Richard Bryson, left, and
fitting that The Wildflower Labyrinth Howard Gibson, right, prepare
has found its place at the center of the /abyrinth beds for planting.
core park. Middle right, Jimmie Robarts,

The labyrinth is planted with mostly 'ggfggqggg;,oi”gasi’;”f,r/fgz%k&
late-summer blooming meadow Wild- s peck lay sod around the
flowers like Joe Pye Weed, Goldenrod, perimeter of the labyrinth beds.
Rudbeckia, Butterfly Weed, False
Indigo, Coreopsis and Coneflowers, and native grasses such as
Switchgrass, Little Bluestem, Indian Grass and Tumblegrass.
Gary Smith’s planting scheme also mirrors life’s journey. In
places, the going is easy ... Rudbeckias, Coneflowers, Butterfly
Weed and the smaller grasses brush alongside your knees as you
breeze by. But, in spots, the going gets tougher as you part your
way through the larger Joe Pye Weed and taller grasses.
Although late summer brings the peak of color and growth to
the labyrinth, the other seasons have distinct interests also. In
spring, new growth brings a hint of the color palette to come. In
fall, the color begins to drain away and move back to the earth
and in winter, the bare bones of the labyrinth is fully revealed.




Jack O wen

The man with the plan

by John Turner

All of the large native boulders you
see so carefully and artistically placed
at The Southern Highlands Reserve
are the work of Jack _ .
Owen.

After Jack had been
working at the
Reserve for a year or
so, Robert Balentine
turned to me one day
and said, “You know, |
think if we just took a
vacation for a couple
of years and left Jack
to his own devices,
everything would be
just perfect when we
returned.”

To Jack, nothing is impossible. It's
just something he hasn’'t gotten
around to yet. He likes nothing better
than a challenge ... the harder, the
better.

Take the barn, for instance. Nobody
could really understand what Jack
was proposing to build, but, having
seen firsthand what he was capable
of, Robert Balentine told him to go
ahead and build whatever it was that
he envisioned. The result was a mas-
sive stone and log structure that
impresses everyone who sees it. The
first question is always, “How did they
do that!”

Jack is responsible for the rock work
at the pond, viewsite, firepit,
labyrinth and much more. More than
anyone else, he has made a lasting
and strong imprint on The Southern
Highlands Reserve.

It is pretty difficult to escape Jack’s
influence. Even inside the new office
building, Jack will supply all the
wormy chestnut lumber used exten-
sively throughout. He pulled it out of
the woods with horses and sawed it
at the sawmill he and his son, Travis,
built.

Raised not far from where he lives
today in Silversteen by Homer and
Edna Owen, Jack has a twin brother,
Joe, a brother, Bradley, and a sister,
Martha. He has two children, Travis
and Trevia. Both of his brothers are in
the rock business also. His wife,
Clara, was one of the first members
of The Southern Highlands Reserve
team.

Jack is an old-timey man who
loves old-timey ways. Whether it is
working horses in the woods, raising
a bountiful vegetable garden or tend-
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ing his animals, Jack is most
fond of the doing things the
way his ancestors did.

Clara says that Jack’s fond-
ness for animals is so great
that during the course of one
summer they had nine dogs
on the place at different
times. He just couldn’t leave
a stray on the side of the
road.

Jack’s creativity and imag-
ination know no boundaries -
whether it's placing rock at
the Reserve, cajoling a piece
of equipment into doing
something it was never
intended to do or building a
ten foot chainsaw to saw
stump slices.

Jack has a special talent
when it comes to gravity. He
can make big, heavy objects
behave exactly as he desires.

The photograph at the top of this
page is not one of Jack’s favorites. He
does not like to be pictured sitting.
He would rather be caught in action,
but this is where it all starts .... when

Jack Owen

he gets that far-away, pensive look in
his eyes, you know the wheels are
turning and something is about to
happen, probably something you
never dreamed of, but, he did.

At left, Jack hammers away at a rock destined
for the Vaseyi Pond. At right, Jack and Gary
Smith, landscape architect, share a moment of
fun at the labyrinth site.

Above, the next-to-the-largest rock Jack has
placed at the Reserve and, at left, the barn.



How is this |
door related
to the photo
above?

Answer: The same guy who made
the footprint above created the huge
gaping hole in our office door.
Ursus americanus, black bear.

The Southern Highlands Reserve
750 Lower Whitewater Road
Sapphire, NC 28774
828 - 226 - 0312

A private operating foundation
dedicated to the preservation,
cultivation and display of plants native
to the Southern Appalachian Highlands

Directors:

Mr. Robert Balentine
Mrs. Elizabeth G. Balentine
Mr. Steven F. Whitmire
Mr. Frank W. Armstrong III
Mr. John McCarley

Executive Director:
Mr. John A. Turner
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TSHR office building is slated for
completion in the fall of 2007

It has been four years since the
Southern Highlands Reserve staff
leaned their shovels against a
wall in the little slab-sided tarpa-
per shed pictured in the top
photo. But, soon, we will be
hanging our hats in a modern,
beautiful office building.

The ground floor will house
maintenance, office and kitchen
facilities for the staff - that’s the
concrete block area in the bottom
photo which will be covered by a
green roof and terrace garden.

The framed area in the photo

is the main floor, containing
office space, conference facilities
and a library.

The top floor, yet to be framed,
will feature a guest apartment for
overnight visitors to the Reserve.

The ground floor outside finish
will be rock while the upper floors
will be sided with poplar bark.
The roof will be slate. Inside fin-
ishes will be oak, heart pine,
wormy chestnut and native rock.

After three years in an 12x40
foot office trailer, these spacious
facilities will be welcome indeed.
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“"Mama’s idea of bug control was to
turn my little green lizards loose.”

Like almost all avid gardeners, Sue Owen'’s affinity for
plants began in childhood. "I used to follow in my grand-
father’s footsteps to the garden’” said Sue. She learned to
love peonies and iris in her mother’s and grandmother’s
garden.

One of her fondest childhood memories is of the annual
family tradition of photographing the first blooms of her
mother’s night blooming cactus.

Continuing the family gardening tradition, Sue grows
many native plants at her home in Sapphire, along with
garden flowers and vegetables.

Sue describes her early years as a ‘town girl’. Her father
was a watch repairman, jeweler and artist with a shop in
the Times Arcade in Brevard for almost 40 years. She has
two grown children who live in Hendersonville and Raleigh.

One of the first members of the Southern Highlands
Reserve team, Sue applies her green thumb to almost all
the herbaceous plants that are planted at the Reserve.

Sue is continually on a quest for a new plant or a better
way to care for the ones established here at the Reserve.
Her life long plant knowledge, coupled with her continuing
self-education, make Sue a valuable partner in the garden.

In addition to varied planting duties, Sue is responsible
for plant and garden maintenance at the Wildflower
Labyrinth and Woodland Glade.

Shana Fisher,
2006 Summer Intern
Clemson University

Bearing freshly baked cookies and
homemade jam made from blueber-

ries gathered at the Reserve her last ,’7-'_ront rogv, IeftBtc; right, Oﬁzie JSLJI;'ln;on, EOC‘)jG rgcipi/en%’ L[i)sakBBartlett, Lillian Law and Rusty, John
: urner, Betty Balentine, Mary Shadow, Linda Copeland, Dick Bir.

day on the_ job, Shana has secured Back row, left to right, Dean Copeland, Marcia Bansley, 2002 recipient; Jane Symmes, 2000 recip-

next years internship as well! ient; Robert Balentine, Susan Armitage, Allan Armitage, 1999 recipient; Don Shadow, 1996 recip-
The daughter of Donnie and ient; Ron Lance, Weesie Smith, Ron Determann, 2003 recipient.

Barbara Fisher of Lake Toxaway, she

is a sophomore in the Landscape
Architecture program at Clemson.
Shana assisted Gary Smith, while
he was on site this summer, in addi-
tion to doing plant record work and
general garden maintenance.

Six Balentine Horticultural Award
winners, their spouses and other
gardening friends, enjoyed a won-
derful weekend of fellowship, hiking
and botanizing this May at TSHR.

Each year, the Southeastern
Flower Show honors an individual

who has made a significant contribu-
tion to horticulture in the southeast-
ern US. The award was established
in 1996 in memory of Robert McGee
Balentine, an avid gardener and
member of the Southeastern Flower
Show Board of Trustees.



