The Vaseyi Pond spillway a few hours after the storm peak of Hurricane Frances.

“Drenched by Frances,
we thought we were
prepared for Ivan”

Exactly ten days after Hurricane
Frances drenched Western North
Carolina on September 7 with over
15 inches of rain and before the sod-
den mountain soils had a chance to
fully drain, Hurricane Ivan showed up
with more heavy rain and howling
winds to boot.

The hurricane story at The
Southern Highlands Reserve, howev-
er is about more than wind and rain,
although there was plenty of each ...
the story at the Reserve is about the
people who responded to natures
fury with determination and dedica-
showing up without being
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asked, the day after the storm, with
saws and equipment, ready to work.

The crew at the Reserve worked
long and hard after Frances to pre-
pare for Ivan. They did not do a thor-
ough clean up after Frances because
of reports of another storm brewing
in the gulf. Instead, most of their
energy was spent on preparing for

whatever was to come
next.

Specifically, they built
dikes out of bark bags to
stem the flow of water and
channel it to large diameter
pipes that were laid on top
of the ground. The pipe dis-
charged the collected
storm water in areas where
damage would be least.

What they did not and
could not prepare for, how-
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Storm runoff at the base of Toxaway Mountain.

ever, was the fierce wind that gusted
to 75 mph at times. It uprooted and
twisted trees from the core park to
the chapel site on Winterberry Ridge.

Luckily, we lost no significant trees
in the core park area. There were
tree tops and limbs aplenty to clean
up but nothing that spelled disaster.

Winterberry Ridge, however, was
another matter.

The forestscape
on Winterberry
Ridge underwent
a major change.
Large oaks were
uprooted. Many
tops were broken
out and the initial
cleanup took sev-
eral weeks.

The core park is
none-the-less-
for-wear at pres-
ent and by the
time spring is in
full swing, the
clean up in the
forested areas will be finished.

As usual, there is a silver lining to
every dark cloud. The twin storms
left a particularily nice mess at one
spot near the Grassy Bald ... one
maple blown completely over, but
with roots still attached, and two
other trees, twisted to the ground,
but with what we think is a really
good chance to survive. They will be
left and featured along the trail from
the Grassy Bald as a testatment to
natures power.

-
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Maple Entrance,

Barn Projects
Completed

Two major Southern Highlands
Reserve projects were completed in
2004.

A collaboration between John
Turner, Jack Owen and Gary Smith,
SHR Landscape Architect, produced
the Maple Entrance, which leads to
the Woodland Glade and the, soon to
be constructed, Wildflower Labyrinth.

John identified a significant triple
trunk maple tree that became the
focal point for the entrance to the
core park and Woodland Glade.

Jack, using his unerring eye for
just the right rock, found and hauled
to the site a group of rock that, once
placed, looked as if they had been
there forever.

Gary, following his usual modus
operandi, showed up on the day of
rock placement, made important
refinements and guided Jack in con-
structing a truly unique and beautiful
walkway and steps.

The walkway is planted with
Christmas and lady fern.

Passing through the Maple Entrance,
one enters the Woodland Glade which
was planted this summer with mass-
es of Phlox stolonifera and Heuchera
and accented with Tiarella and Carex.

Never one to rest on his laurels,
immediately after finishing the Maple
Entrance, Jack Owen began work on
the ‘barn of his dreams’. Using ideas
and techniques that he has long

Jack Owen adjusts chains hoisting an entrance rock.

thought about but never had a
chance to try, Jack and his son,
Travis, with the help of Ronnie
Gibson, Cruz Ramirez and Doug
Patterson has constructed a one of a
kind building.

Three foot poplar log beams were
placed atop 3 foot square granite pil-
lars. The rough rock pillars were
brought to a fine, smooth finish by
using a high temperature rock burn-
er.

The rafters are made of eighteen
inch split poplar logs. The rafters and
beams are welded together by steel
plates that are bolted to the logs.

The barn will sport a slate roof and
be used for bulk storage and equip-
ment storage.

Gary Smith places rock with Jack and Travis Owen.

Sue Owen and Gary Smith
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Focus on Plants

Rhododendron vaseyi

Native Azaleas of The Southern Highlands Reserve

Two azalea species presently dominate at The
Southern Highlands Reserve .... Rhododendron vaseyi
and Rhododendron calendulaceum.

Classified as a rare plant, vaseyi is said to exist in only
four counties in western North Carolina. The vaseyi azal-
ea collection at the Reserve may be one of the largest
natural stands in existence. Commonly called Pinkshell
Azalea, vaseyi is early to flower, blooming before the
leaves emerge in early to mid May.

The Vaseyi Pond and Vaseyi Trail are aptly named ....
the trail to the pond winds under and through a canopy
of a half-acre of vaseyi azaleas. Although this area claims
the largest single group of vaseyi, at other areas on the
Reserve, especially near the summit, more open areas
promote the most spectacular blooms.

Rhododendron calendulaceum, Flame Azalea

Blooming just after the vaseyi have finished,
Rhododendron calendulaceum, commonly called Flame
Azalea, shows off all over the Reserve. Although mainly
orange, Flame Azalea can range in color from deep yel-
low to almost red. Magnificent specimens are predomi-
nant in the core park area. Calendulaceum blooms after

Rhododendron vaseyi
Pride of The Southern Highlands Reserve

the leaves form in late May to early June.

Those are our two mainstay azaleas but there are sev-
eral fine examples scattered about of the dwarf
Rhododendron arborescens, commonly called Sweet
Azalea or Honeysuckle. It is a small white flowered azal-
ea, not as showy as vaseyi or Flame, but very fragrant.

There are several azaleas native to the southern high-
lands that are not naturally growing at the Reserve.
These azaleas will be introduced into various garden set-
tings throughout the core park.

These three azaleas are Rhododendron viscosum, com-
monly called Swamp Azalea, very fragrant; an early pink
azalea, Rhododendron periclymenoides, also known as
nudiflorum and commonly called Pinxterbloom;and
Rhododendron cumberlandense, a late azalea with
orange to red blooms from June to July.

Additionally, a very special group of azaleas exist only
at Gregory Bald in The Great Smoky Mountains. A natu-
ral hybrid swarm of arborescens, viscosum, cumberland
and calendulaceum combine to produce every color in the
rainbow in a group called The Gregory Bald Hybrids. More
about these special azaleas on the next page.

A quick guide to Azalea bloom time and color

Pink Group ... early, blooms before leaves form

Rhododendron periclymenoides (nudiflorum) - Pinxterbloom Azalea
Rhododendron vaseyi - Pinkshell Azalea

Yellow / Orange / Red Group ... late, blooms after leaves

Rhododendron calendulaceum - Flame Azalea
Rhododendron cumberlandense (bakeri) - Cumberland Azalea

White Group ... blooms after leaves form, not as showy

Rhododendron arborescens - Sweet Azalea, Honeysuckle, fragrant
Rhododendron viscosum - Swamp Azalea, fragrant

Gregory Bald Hybrids ...... late June, July - all colors
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To Pond and

€ Viewsite

Summit Ridge Road

USA Property - Panthertown Valley

Master plan segment illustrating the core
park center. Red circles represent color
groups of Gregory Bald Azaleas.

To Winterberry Ridge
Waterfalls and
Cliff Habitats

Gregory Bald Hybrid Azalea Color Sequence

After almost three years of visiting
botanical gardens across the USA,
consulting, planning, measuring and
drawing ... after first starts, second
starts and false starts, after refining
the refinements the Southern
Highlands Reserve master plan is
nearing completion.

Under the direction of Gary Smith,
John Turner and the SHR planning
group, consisting of Ron Lance, Dick
Bir, John McCarley and Richard
Bryson, have produced a plan that is
rich in detail and comprehensive in
scope. The plan honors the SHR
principles of a place to enjoy nature,
to have fun and provide a tranquil,
meditative place for spiritual nurtur-
ing.

Most of the work completed at
present addresses the core park
area, from Vaseyi Pond and the
viewsite to the Grassy Bald.

Let's take a stroll through the core
park. Entering through the Maple
Entrance, you will first come to the
Woodland Glade, a high canopied
woodland garden covered in flower-
ing groundcovers. You have three
choices here ... straight ahead is the
Wildflower Labyrinth, to the right is

the path to the Vaseyi Pond and
viewsite and on your left, the path

will take you through the Azalea Walk

and on to the Grassy Bald.

If it is spring, you will be beckoned
by the orchids and other ephemerals
straight ahead. If you choose this
route, after climbing the steps to the
Wildflower Labyrinth, which is filled
with color in late summer and early

They only grow on Gregory
Bald in the Great Smoky
Mountains .... at the end of a
four mile hike from the near-
est road. Thank heavens for
that. If not, they would have
all been dug up and hauled
off by now.

fall, you can continue through the
Woodland Garden Rooms, an area
devoted to a collection of the many
woodland wildflowers and groundcov-
ers of the southern highlands.
Whereas most areas in the core park
feature large sweeps of color and
texture, this area will be devoted to
enjoying the detail of our mountain
flora.

But, wait .... it's not spring, all the

SHR Master Plan Features Many Unique Elements

ephermerals in the orchid collection
are dormant and covered with ferns.
The Wildflower Labyrinth is not yet in
full bloom. It must be late June. You
can either stroll down the cool and
inviting Vaseyi Trail to the pond or, if
you're ready for a real treat, take a
left.

Because of the lay of the land to the
left of the Woodland Glade, the little
gem that lays ahead is well hidden.
Up an incline and through a group of
evergreens a wide vista of Gregory
Bald Hybrid azaleas appear. Planted
with over 300 Gregory Bald Hybrid
azaleas arranged in groups of single
colors that progress from warm reds
and oranges to yellows, whites and
pinks and on to the cool reds, the
Azalea Walk is a 500 foot journey
through a kaleidoscope of color in
mid-summer.

But not tomorrow. This is a ten year
project. The Gregory Bald azaleas do
not exist as selected colors in any
nursery. They only grow on Gregory
Bald in the Great Smoky Mountains
.... at the end of a four mile hike from
the nearest road. Thank heavens for
that. If not, they would have all
been dug up and hauled off by now.
Using her stock of mixed Gregory
Bald seedlings, Vivian Abney of East
Fork Nursery in Sevierville,
Tennessee has agreed to begin the
selection process for us that will
result in the Azalea Walk experience.
By separating colors as they bloom,
collecting seed from those plants,
resowing, regrowing, and on and on,

continued on next page




